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Profeſlors of the Faith in our 
| rime:fpy;irs, lee the the Text, 
chat this is not ſpoken o thy 
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| ah and 
feſſion, 2s may appeare i heir * 
cold and vncomlortable — | 
ers, in their Wan | 


thers, ſeldome 


on by Chnilt;as ſeldotne deligh. 


— gra, 800 , qaaig 
keepe vp Tame NN 
tie, both in the exerciſes of Rel | 
ion, my in their.ourward 770 
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dove; 


drowſie nere 
and tua 

Sacraments, and n yt : 
their #buſe arid neglett of 
ſecret exerciſes of | 
ding, and — 1 chem. E. 
ſelues, and confet&hee wick &|-* 
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in che atſurance of their <a 


ting in God, with'a gehe to ſet 
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forth his glLrie in Very part of 


their | > 


* || Blefſad eftate in this life. * 
n 
| | Though this be che ſtate of 


haue ſome truth of grace in 
them, yer may we ſay again, that 
there are with vs, ( as in the 
Church of Sarde ) « few names 
that haue not defiled their gar- 
ments, chat is, doe liue vurebu- 
kably, and walke worthy their 
holy calling, having a ſweet fee- 
ling of favour vnto them, 
and ſo can boldly come vnto | 
im in time of need, with aſſu- 
rance that he doth graciouſly 
reſpect them, their prayers, and 
vnfcigned obediencezwho like- 
wiſe doe more delight them- 
ſelues in God, then in all earth- 
ly things, accounting it their 
greateſt griefe to offend him, 
and greateſt ioy to pleaſe him 
poſſeſſing their ſoules wich con- 
fidence and patience in their 
greateſt tryalls, looking for the 
appearing of Chriſt. a 

Thus is that blelled eſtate to be 
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the greater part of choſe chat | ®7 


Ho this 


De ſire by 
many, not 
attained. 


life is attai- 


not putting in practiſe what 
hey Ten - 


ſyeares, either ſecurely, or vn- 
comfortablyʒ ſeldome attaining 
do that heavenly feaſting, vhich 


their daily refreſhing; whoſe e- 
ſtate I much rendring, doe en- 


mi to 4 \ | | 
inioyed in this life, which God 
hath prepared, (though iñ di- 
vers meaſures) for the faichfull, 
all which may well be conrai- 
ned in this ſhort ſentence «4 the 
P/almift. Pſal. 37. 4. Delight thy 
ſelfe in the Lord, and he will give 
thee thy hearts deſire: which [1 
doubt not but all true Chriſti- 
ans (When they haue well con- 
ſidered it) would be glad to at- 
taine vnto : But either through 
ignorance of the way how toat- 
raincit j or through negligence; 


| 


ow : they ſpend many 


(if chey were wiſe) might be 


devour to ſhew them, how this 
happie life may be atrained | 
which eonceiue to be only by 
a more plentifull feeding vpon | 


Chriſt by faith. It is without 
| | que 
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queſtion, chat all and every part 
ot our ſpirituall life is in Chriſt, 
of mboſe fulneſſe we receiue grace 
far grace t and chis is as cleare, 
that we receiue no grace frſt or 
laſt from Chriſty but by belee 
ving: in whicli re ſpect Chriſt is 
truely and principally ſaideo be 


nidp.co be. the irue feeding vp: 


 cefanly followes, chat ferding 
ſeldome, os wenk ly zwe cannot 


Ioh. 1. 16. 


Toh, 6, 27. 
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aur ipirituall ſocd, acid belce- | 
bo him. Wluch being ſo, it ne- 


34. 


haue much ipionnall ſttength: 
and ot herwiſecfeeding — 
tully and ſoundly, wer ſhall be 


| [i:Bonch j beter vnderſtanding 


ſpeciatly to be conſidered, How 
every. true beleever may daily, 


upon Chriſt, that ſo he may re- 


. ſotive from him ell ſpiritwall 
nouriſhment, for his refreſning 


or 45 and 


kat and flouriſhing in grace, and 
ſGattane vio the bletied life 
(poke of, | | 


and practiſiag 'whereof, chig'15 E 


yes, oft in the day, by faith feed 
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and ſtrengthening to every 
good db 1 25 IT | 
This is done by ſeuing before] |} 
| vs choſe ſweet promiles;which} f- 
God hath made: to vs, for the * 
| ſtrengthening of our faith in all 
= - | our: necefſiries ; and, fo partis 
* Þ} cularly to apply them to our 
ſelues. Whereby we may com 
fortably aſſure our ſelues, ahat 
we ſhall enioy chat which God 
| hath promiſed. Whercin we ae 

| firſt to get the true meaning bf 
| that which is iſed /c 21nd 
NS ; Secondly, -To ice we hawen 

good warrant, that this is pro- 

miſed to vs, that thercupon we | 
may conclude, welhall certain | 
{ly enioy that which Godthath j 
promiſed, ſecing he is faichfull | 
| 


who hath promiſed.  - 
Example, But ſeeing this is not well 
conceived by many, Iwill make 
f pat plaine by example.i. Cor. 1. 30. 

l it is ſaid; But of bim at yee in 
| Chrift leſus, who of God i made . | 
vnte ui wiſedome, aud righteanſ- | 
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14 bleſſed eftate in this life. | 
| neſſe, and ſantiification, and re- 
| | d:mption. Im which is as much 
[aid as may be-conceivedzor de- 
? - ſired; the meaning whereof is, 
1 that every true beleever, is by 
Gods ſpirit made a liuing mem- 
ber of Chriſt Ieſus, from and in 
whom, he is made by God a 
true partaker of all thingsnecd- 
full co ſalvation: that whereas he 
is by nature fooliſh, guiltie, fil 
thy, and in bondage, now in 
Chriſt he is made pertectly wiſe, 
righteous, holy, freed from all 
his enemies, and ſo reſtored ro | 
full happineſſe. This promiſe} 
of God being clearely vnder- 
good, muſt now be applyed| 
particularly by 'every beleever 
to himſelfe, thus: Seeing God 
who is all · ſufficient, and faith- 
full, hath in his Word, which | 
| 1s Truth it ſelfe, promiſed theſe, 
great benefits (in which all are | 
contained) to every true belee- |; 
ver, therefore I who doe ue- 
ly, though weakely, beleeue in 


Chriſt, | 
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i The way to 4 


Not eafie. 


' Chriſt, may boldly aſſure my 
{elfe, char all cheſe be mine, and 
therefore 1 ſhall not want any 
— needfull for my preſent 


Which wholocver doth daily 
practiſe in this manner to main- 


fort, or eternall happineile. 


taine, and increaſe his faith by | 


application of this, and all other 
of Gods promiſes, he ſhall daily 
more and more enioy in this 


life tha: bleiled eſtate we Ton 


of. 
But for as much as faith. 1s 
the gift of God and we cannot 


drawne by Gods ſpirit, there- 


fore we mult ioyne often, and 
fervent prayerzthat God by this 


This may ſeeme eaſie to be 


ty all, it will not be found ſo ca- 


delle to beleeue, I cannqt 


further beleeue then wee be | 


meanes would. increaſe our 


| faith, 


performed, but vpn better | 


lie ta e it gieftually, for be- 
ſides our owne — 6 
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3 "Bleſſed eftate in this life. | 


ofa any dutie, wherein our com- 
mon Adverſary, will vſe more 
| cunning, and diligence to hin 
der vs, then in this; eicher by: 
keeping vs from the worke, or 
beguiling ys in it: whereby it 
| comes to palle, that very few 
doe (ro any 909. purpoſe.) 
| practiſe the he 

| Amon — lettes which =_ chieſe 
| hinder x 5 faichfull, practiſe a 

| | | hereof, J obſcrue theſe two, in 


, 19011095 


2 di 8. logs of beJeeycrs, 
er in t oſe, ho nt 1. Not pri- 

xk ES Wants, zing Chriſt 
= too much contented .wizh % 
their eftate , doe . ſo prize 


Chriſt, and this blefled eſtate in 
hints a5 may mou ihemtozake 

is paines, and.cherefarg.gexes 
| [reach ymoihbisgrouth ip ge, 
| whereunto they might comeg i 405 


he fzult were not in chem 
F es The oth bs 18.94 2 Our vn. 
— n | 
carne y labo uring 1 fox n, 


are by the ſenſe of chew one 
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vnworthinelfe, ſo kept dow ne, 
chat they cannot with any hope 
2 vp⸗ tot ſo great a ble 


ing. 4 
Por the remcoving of both 
theſe lettes, the firit ſort are te 
bethinke themſelues, what an 
vncomfartable account u will 
be, when God ſhall call them to 
it, to ſee how many yeares they 
haue ſpent, with little growth) 
in grace, cirher ro the gloric of 
God, or good example to o- 


chers, or ro tlie peace of their 
lone ſoules. ereas on the 


other ſide, they might Haue at 

tained vnto ſuch a ſweet life, as 
would haue beene a heaven vp- 
on earth namely, To reioyre af 
wayer in the Lord; | 12 

Fer the other poore ſoules, 
who are kept downe with the 


Gods protniles, are fret utid vn 
es ſo as no vnworthineſs 


ought to hinder them from be- a 
2 —— 


fſenſe of their one vnworthi- 
. «#8 , 5 : * ! : | 
1... . neſſe, they are to know, that all 


1 


— 


1 


ki remand 


— — 


o 
—— — I 


— _ 


| 


bleſſed ef ete inithis life. 


. leeving: yea; rather they that 
haue the moſt ſenſe ot their 


ovne vnworthinellt, baue _ 
incnuragtmentito ibi lecue, for 
that voice of Chriſt, Come vnto 
ne all you that are weary and hea 

vir laden, and 1 wilt caſe you, 
ſeruts inot oncly for our firſt 
converſion, but in all our di- 


fiveties Hhatlocvet, tindughout Wan 
che hole couiſe of our ie. 
:12Jfany-elcape both theſeilets;¶ Satan will! 
and got about this workez then] beguile ; 
'wilb6atan vſcall his skill to be- 
guile: boch ſorts: ſuch as are Some; that 
weake: and heavie hearted, they be- 
{cone diſcouraged, he temptꝭ lecue not; 
0 —- 
and 'patwades, they labour in | 
|:vae,: andi doe not beleeue, | 
hen indeed they doe, as ſhall; 1) 1 
appeare. The her fort 'who | Ochers,thai 
| are too well conctited, and light che) hne 
hearted, Satan Jabours to per- | pag | 
iwade, that they haue more haue. 
buch the indeed they haue and 
that their: cafe is better then in 
truth it is. 1-2! 
* It 
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ceived; carttully to examine & 
try chemſcthes;whi 
'* {may the hetteri dde let chein 


ie (hall be chercforeth he miſe, 
dome of all who will not badt- 


e 4 W 


they 


conliden of cheſe. — * cha 
follow: whereby ęither for! 


faith hy ſuch ſecret optratiuns. 


he there, thoughi it be not ſcene | 
namely A xnferganed griefe 


rente! 


may certaiiiehj iudge of chem 
(clues [ic ui zd e (10! vn 
Fox uu a3-cooſuduablitzen 
devout to neturifkcheir fans dn 
ſuch: manner; aa hath :Btcnc | 
ſnhewed. and yct nogom 
faut, but cart — 


-- Hleeus, nen s indecdoothey | 


eg cheſe are. to difcerneiheu 
as doe certainely ſhew faith to 


for the want of faith, with an ö 
voceſſant indevour for che at 


taini 


atfeian of viifeigned loue to 
him, which carmut be wichout 


I "- former —_—_ | 
Gods oY 


of1t.';Agame, Aureve- | 


God, and heartie { 
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To HE fare. | 


a may certainiy know, hat chœxe 
is a roote of faith Nag | 
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Gods loue to i 


( 
2 * 
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even in ſmaller matte, ;which 
others litile regard. Whoſaever 
ſhall finde theſe fruits, (Mhich 
cannot come but from taub ): 


ence, — v0 chſplcele Hod. conle 


_ 


their hearts, though they {ec-it 
not. But ſuch as baue no jeclin 
of their faith, and ſeę no ſu 


no faith at all. 
As for the other ae 
too well perſwaded of them 


in meditating on Gods:promi- 
ſes, whereas — | 
themſelues, and haue not chat 
faich they imagine, as their N | 
doc ſhew. 

This may be amy 


tlieſe notes; 
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No fruits 8 


no faith. 


effects in their lues, haue iuſt 
cauſe to thinke chai Gn Ta rd 


ſelues, chat they finde comfort falſe com- 
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Iy very hardly gorten a 
much prayer J and ir 
is oft a ng timo deſore this be 


felt: there ore who 

cheir firſt thoug ry 
promiſes, Ende” — that 
they haue part in them, may ſo 
farre miſtruſt, all is not ſound, 
till they ſhall ſee {ome dener 
proofe thereof : which: if they 
doe not, but for all this will be 


confſident, that all is well, it is to 


"1 be feared, cheir comfort is not 


found.” | 62241 11 1 
- For this is inocher propertie | 
of that true comfort which 


— young fromfaith, eſpecially in 


and weke beleevers, 


(ſo highly valewing 


| hebenc)r very fearefull ot 


deceived, and muſt ſee 

— hy idence before they will 

be perſwaded, that they hauc 
this ſaving faith. 

Whereof if they ſhall be per- 
ſwaded, yet cherewithal is ioyned 
1 uch a feeling of the ä 
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5 — flenderly of G- 

Ep benerthed themſelues; 2 

eder nl 

2 — or 90 8, 
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can never be ſatisfiec, but ſtill 

hunger and about for more 
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aud moſt hralthfull bodie, dt 
feed better then the weske 
ficklys But ſuch as being wal 
lnbed) wich tharehey bevy 8 
feele no hunger, tior bolt foy 


none more diligently" :vſe 'oW | 


more; it is evident there faith 
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conſtantly put in practiſe this 
maine Sac ef daily feeding vp- 


ſon Chriſt; ſhall grow in grace, 
edlie 


and attaine to that bleſl 
here, whereof we ſ⸗ 
beſides eternall — 8 
the full reward 
of all his 


| labours, 
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